
 

 WAMSS COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 
  

For the Committee Meeting to be held on Zoom at 6pm on Monday 25th May 
  
Attendance: 

1. Ollie Dearsley 
2. Lauren Masi 
3. Saish Neppalli 
4. Stu Purdie 
5. Britt Suann 
6. Lianne Leung 
7. Kayley Crebbin 
8. Amy Collins 
9. Tristan Lee 
10. Olivia Tan 
11. Rudra Bhatt 
12. Erin Hassett 
13. Tatiana Ninkov 
14. Nishani 
15. Ayeesha Thevar 
16. Emily Wishart 
17. Jasper Brooksbank 
18. Anthony Copeland 
19. Tom Russell 
20. Hayden White 
21. Jasmine Rose 
22. Nicole Wong 
23. Kathryn Dowden 
24. Kierra O’Grady 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

1. Acknowledgement of Country 
The Western Australian Medical Students' Society acknowledges the Whadjuk Noongar                   
people as the traditional custodians of this land, and pay respect to Elders past, present                             
and emerging. We recognise and respect their cultural heritage, strength, beliefs and                       
connection with this land. 
  
2.              Acceptance of Minutes 
  
Ordinary Procedural Motion 
That the committee accept the minutes of the last committee meeting as a true and 
accurate representation of what took place. 
  
Moved: Stuart Purdie 
Seconded:  Hayden White 
  
The motion passes. 
  
3.              Acceptance of Agenda 
  
Ordinary Procedural Motion 
That the committee accept the agenda for today’s meeting. 
  
Moved: Jana Crous 
Seconded: Erin Hassett 
  
The motion passes. 
  
4.              Declarations of conflict of interest or potential thereof. 
  
5.              Apologies 
 

1. Sherwin Xie 
2. Katherine Middleton 
3. Francis Winfield 
4. Jonathan Pang  
5. William Morris 
6. Luke Percy 
7. Jordan Ladwig 



 

Part I – items for communication to be dealt with en bloc. See attachment. 
  

Jon Watson - thank you for having me, still getting to know everyone and it is great to join 
you. I arrived and the virus arrived at the same time. Everyone has been really welcoming 
and it has been great to see Helen and Brendan as well. It is great to see the work of 
WAMSS - have been productive and collaborative and great in communicating with the 
student body. It looks like things are slowly improving and we’re hoping as things continue 
to improve, we can start gradually getting the Curriculum back and getting you guys into a 
normal year for Semester Two.  
 

1.    Executive Report 
1.    President - just came out of the PMC WA meeting and they, again, wanted 

to emphasise that things are looking a lot better than originally planned 
and they’re doing everything they can to get placements back to normal 

2.    Vice President Internal - might have seen that the ungraded pass/fail has 
come into effect for UWA Medical students. It’s an opt in which means 
you will get your mark and you can decide whether to take it at value or 
just have an ungraded pass. A fail still makes you take a fail or ungraded 
fail.  
● OD - some confusion in MD1 about what it means. If you know people 

are unsure get in contact with year reps or President / VPI to clarify 
3.    Vice President External - keep me in the loop about any events going 

forward so that I can get sponsorship money coming through 
4.    Treasurer - as read 
5.    Secretary - as read 

2.    Education Report 
1.    Education Chair - HE numbers being sorted 
2.    Year 1 Representatives - as read 
3.    Year 2 Representatives - as read 
4.    Year 3 Representatives - as read 
5.    RCS Representative - as read 
6.   Year 4 Representative - absent 
7.    International Officer - absent 

3.    AMSA Report 
1.    AMSA Representative - as read 
2.    AMSA Junior Representative - not present 

4.    Social Portfolio Report 
1.    Social Representatives - as read 



 

2.    Medical Dinner Representatives - as read 
3.    Allied Health Representatives - as read 
4.    MD1 Orientation Events Coordinators - as read 
5.    MD2 Orientation Events Coordinators - as read 

5.    Sports Portfolio Report  
1.    Sports Representatives - as read 

6.   Communications Portfolio 
1.    Communications Chair - as read 
2.    Publications Chair - as read 
3.    Marketing Officers - as read 
4.    Website & IT Officer - absent 

7.    Academics Portfolio 
1.    Student Grand Rounds Coordinators - as read 
2.    Academic Events Coordinators - as read 
3.    SHMRC Convenor - as read 

8.   Non-portfolio bound 
1.    Interhealth Chairs - as read 
2.    Red Party Chairs - as read 
3.    Indigenous Chair - as read 
4.    WAMSS Mental Health Chairs - some things to add. On the weekend, 

Britt, Stu, JT and Shanae had an open meeting with the MD1 cohort 
regarding mental health. They were keen on small group initiatives and to 
be linked in with older students. We will be doing a call out to MD2 for a 
mentoring pathway. Call out forms some time this week or next week.  
● Also launched the Crazy Socks for Docs for next Friday. We have 15 

pairs of socks to get away.  
5.    Undergraduate Communications Officer - as read 
6.   WAMSS Electives & Exchanges Officer - as read 
7.    Foundation - in addition to LL’s point, in catching up with the 

subcommittee we’ve been in discussions about social outreach and a 
mentoring program. The idea is late-UG through to MD program.  

8.   Queer Chairs - as read 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Part II – Items for decision to be dealt with en bloc 
Part III – Items for discussion and/or decision 
 
Ordinary Procedural Motion  
Motion to amend the 2019 AGM Minutes to reflect the 2020 Committee as of 1st January 2020.  
 

EXECUTIVE: 

● President: Ollie Dearsley 
● Vice President Internal: Lauren Masi 
● Vice President External: Saish Neppalli 
● Treasurer: Stuart Purdie 
● Secretary: Britt Suann 

EDUCATION: 

● Education Chair: Lauren Masi 
● MD3: Nicole Wong and Dewruwan Gammanpila 
● MD4: Francis Winfield and Katherine Middleton 
● International Officer: Sherwin Xie 

AMSA: 

● AMSA Representative: Ayeesha Thevar 
● AMSA Jnr Representative: Kriti Sharma 

SOCIAL: 

● Social Representatives: Matt Cransberg, Kierra O’Grady, Emily Wishart 
● MD1 Orientation Events Coordinators: Sarah King and Hayden White 
● MD2 Orientation Events Coordinators: Tatiana Ninkov and Tom Russell 
● Medical Dinner Representatives: James Nguyen, Izzy Atlas and Emma Lu 
● Allied Health Representatives: Alex Armanios and Ci Chia 

SPORTS: 

● Sports Representatives: William Morris, Emily Hackett, Jordan Ladwig, Luke Percy 

COMMUNICATIONS: 

● Communications Chair: Jana Crous and Vikas Bhat 
● Publications Officer: Em Anderson, Nishani Jeyawardena and Andrei Sincari 
● Marketing Officers: Davide Tomassoni and Brie Nolan 



 

● Website & IT Officer: Jonathan Pang 
ACADEMICS: 

● Student Grand Rounds Coordinators: James Nguyen, Hannah Matthews, Alex 
Mehl 

● Academic Events Coordinators: Tithi Kulkarni and Ayeesha Thevar 
● SHMRC Convenor: Kayley Crebbin and Tristan Lee 

OTHER: 

● Interhealth Chairs: Amy Collins and Dinnu Devarapalli 
● Red Party Chairs: Angela Burvill and Hayden White 
● Indigenous Chair: Tamika Ponton 
● WAMSS Mental Health Chair: Lianne Leung 
● Undergraduate Communications Officer: Olivia Tan 
● WEEO:  Rudra Bhatt 

 
Moved: Ollie Dearsley 
Seconded: Lianne Leung 

For: 23  
Against: 0  
Abstained: 3 

The motion passes 
 
Ordinary Procedural Motion 
The Committee authorises the addition of Lauren Masi to the current WAMSS bank 
accounts on the 25th May 2020, and the removal of the Grace Wilkerson from the current 
accounts on the 25th May 2019. This follows Grace Wilkerson’s resignation from the role of 
Vice President Internal, and Lauren Masi’s appointment into the position.  

Moved: Dinnu Devarapalli 
Seconded: Saish Neppalli 

For: 18  
Against: 0  
Abstained: 8 



 

The motion passes 

● MD2 Orientation Representatives - Tatiana Ninkov and Tom Russell - camp 2021. 
Straw poll for options for the 2021 camp. The options are as follows; 
 
Option 1: Med Camp Weekend - MD1 day 1, MD2 day 2 
Option 2: Combined camp - MD1s and MD2s in the same camp 
Option 3: MD1 and MD2 camp on separate weekends 

 
Straw Poll: 
Option 1: 31 
Option 2; 0 
Option 3: 1 

 
● Undergraduate Communications Officer - Olivia Tan - name change from 

Associate Members to WAMSS Connect. Straw poll - should the name of the 
Undergraduate / external members of WAMSS be ‘Associate Members’ or ‘WAMSS 
Connect’? 

○ EH: Does the name ‘Associate Member’ get us around the complication of 
representing Undergraduate students? 

○ BS: In the constitution, it’s not a large issue. It’s purely a branding issue 
○ LL: What would a member of the WAMSS Connect group mean? 
○ OT: We could keep it as WAMSS Connect members? 
○ LL: Once we do start changing subcommittee documents there will be a few 

other considerations to be had.  
 

Straw Poll: 
WAMSS Connect: 28  
Associate Members: 0  

 
● Website and IT Officer - Jonathan Pang - voting on undergraduate membership. 

Straw poll - should Undergraduate memberships last 1 year or a lifetime? Straw poll 
[if the group votes for lasting 1 year] - should the existing members be downgraded 
so that they have to renew their membership if it’s longer than 1 year?  

○ KD: If you have 1 year, would you see a reduced return of students? If 
someone is just paying $5 once they might be less likely to re-engage  



 

■ SP: Even if they buy it but don’t renew it, we’re still getting the same 
amount of money. As was said previously, we wouldn’t necessarily be 
removing them from the mail list however if they’d like the discounts 
they would have to re-pay 

 
○ HW: If I was an Undergraduate who bought a 3 year membership which then 

got revoked to 1 year, would that be poor to the reputation at  
■ BS: This might not be feasible, need to consult Jono 
■ LL: Would be a complicated transition for the Website officer 
■ SP: The original reason this came about was because Med students 

had been buying associate memberships so that they could get 
discounts for events. This is the reason we’re trying to transition  

■ HW: Could we start a new page for $5 memberships through WAMSS 
connect and then start fresh from there? 

■ OT: From Jono’s notes, the downgrading students is very frustrating. 
He is saying we should define exactly what each different 
membership gets. In terms of what HW said, the plan is to make a 
different page for WAMSS Connect so that it isn’t on the same page as 
WAMSS financial memberships.  

■ EH: For defining perks, this is a Foundations goal so we can make this 
clearer.  

■ KD: Would there be some way you can start with a quiz, and this links 
you to the appropriate choice? 

■ EHackett: It sounds like the problem is, people are doing this 
intentionally, so this might not address the problem 

■ SP: Part of the reason they’re doing it intentionally is because the 
buttons are right next to each other 

○ TR: If you buy an associate membership thinking you bought it for your whole 
year, could we not get this as a rolling transition? 

■ BS: Do we table the item for when we have Jono’s input 
 

● Red Party - Angela Burvill and Hayden White - Red Party timeline 
○ HW: Restrictions are starting to lift, so we were considering a 100 person Red 

Party with a Red Aware week after that. We would like to get the Red party 
up and running in some capacity! 

○ AB: The main limiting factor at the moment is we don’t know how many 
people are allowed. We wouldn’t be making a lot of money so it would be a 
general awareness event rather than a social event.  



 

■ AC: Would be awesome if we can do something. Especially Red Aware 
week. Even if it’s only up to 100 people, you could maybe encourage 
people to host their own micro Red Party events that all go together 
into one pool 

■ EH: I agree it would be a good idea to have something running. But in 
terms of the timing, not sure it’s a good look to come out with a large 
event at the moment, now that restrictions are only just being lifted 

○ JC: Along a similar train of thought, could it be an option to still do a Red Party 
quiz night? This keeps social distancing in mind.  

○ KC: We could find other ways completely to raise awareness e.g. pins 
■ LM: We have previously had lots of success in IH through Grill’d 

○ OD: As much as it would be great to have a Red Party, I can’t imagine them 
wanting to donate to a charity. It could be a lot of work to do with not much 
coming to fruition. The main job of this is going to be advocacy rather than 
fundraising in the social restrictions environment 

■ AB: Our thoughts were it could be super late in the year, but we were 
just thinking about planning ahead tentatively whilst being respectful 
of the wider community. Could come up with a more concrete plan in 
a month or two 

■ JC: A lot of venues will be looking for business, so if you go ahead then 
businesses will likely be good at making flexible contracts.  

■ LM: We might have to think of a smaller venue who is not going to lose 
money from having only 100 people. 

 
● Secretary - Britt Suann - discussing the likelihood of a SGM. Also, an open call out to 

any MD4s who would be interested in working as the Elections Admins Officer. You 
would be working with myself and Lianne Leung as Returning Officer. 

● BS: We will require a EAI and the elections are in August which should help 
out with clashing with MD4 exams 

 
Part IV – Other Business 

● First Year Representatives - Shanae Jupp and JT Yeung - reminding WAMSS 
committee to contribute to MD1 feedback. Poster will be made in MD1 semester 
break. Only have had 13 responses spanning MED/DENT/PODI. Link here: 
https://forms.gle/R1hFJnUaRZBGvXJv8 

○ SJ: If you can share to year groups and subcommittee members to get as 
many responses as possible that will be helpful thank you. 

 

https://forms.gle/R1hFJnUaRZBGvXJv8


 

● Communications Chairs - Jana Crous and Vikas Bhat - Comms is still welcoming 
any input in regards to what we should be posting, a friendly reminder to all 
portfolios to tag us in insta stories so we can share them, please let us know if you 
need any promo in light of restrictions being eased and events possibly going ahead 

● Undergraduate Communications Officer - Olivia Tan - if anyone has a facebook 
page as part of their portfolio separate from the main WAMSS page / other social 
media e.g. IG and has any tips on how to make sure posts don't flop please shoot me 
a message :) 

 
● Queer Chairs - Thomas DB and Anthony Copeland - We're still on the hunt for 

anyone looking to join the Wavelength working group. We haven't had anyone 
contact us yet, so if you're keen, get in touch! 

○ AC: Aiming for 8 or so people, and we have only had 2 volunteers so far 
 

● Fourth Year Representatives - Katherine Middleton and Francis Winfield - Student 
welfare and WAMSS as a point of communication between faculty and student body. 

 
● Electives and Exchanges Officer - Rudra Bhatt - MD4s to fill out elective from to 

add to the database with incentive. Also, WAMSS Committee to vote for top photo 
entry 

○ RB: One of the prizes for the photography competition is voted on by the 
Committee. This will be posted 

○ RB: I’m going to be upgrading the Electives database. Would love most of the 
MD4s to fill this out however will need an incentive of some form.  

■ LM: If we fill out the form, does this automatically go through or do you 
have to add it manually? 

■ RB: It now automatically updates every 10-15 minutes. Though there 
are glitches at times 

■ LM: Can I suggest coffee vouchers as prizes 
 

● Treasurer - Stuart Purdie - WAMSS Cookbook link has been posted in the year 
groups! I'd love to see every committee member submit a recipe if possible! This 
project only works if people actually help contribute. If you're not much of a cook, 
please try and badger your friends so we can have as many recipes as possible. 
Recipes don't need to be fancy either; they could be for pancakes or even some 
really good scrambled eggs.  

 



 

● Treasurer - Stuart Purdie - A reminder to all committee members: the number of 
scam emails we are receiving is on the rise, and they are constantly evolving with 
current events (eg. COVID). If you are ever unsure about an email, please either 
message me directly, text or phone me to verify.  

 
● Med Dinner - James Nguyen, Emma Lu, Izzy Atlas - Current ball date is no longer 

viable so we may not have a ball this year.  
 

● Marketing - Davide Tomassoni - new logo for WAMSS Connect 
 

● Committee Members of the Month - Lianne Leung and the WMH Subcommittee 
 

● Secretary - Britt Suann - Also please note that your student Zoom accounts now 
have greater access than the Accounts WAMSS account that we had paid for. We’ve 
taken down that account now so please use your student accounts to host events.  

 


